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and bringing home children in need of a

hopeful life.

My Administration is committed to help-
ing young people find the love, stability, and
support that a family can provide. We have
joined with community and faith-based orga-
nizations to raise public awareness of foster
children awaiting adoption. With the help of
the Congress, we are assisting families in
overcoming the financial barriers to adopting
children through programs such as the Adop-
tion Incentives Program. In addition, the
Collaboration to AdoptUsKids project, which
can be found at adoptuskids.org, provides
guidance and resources for parents exploring
adoption.

During National Adoption Month, we
honor adoptive and foster parents who have
shown America the depth and kindness of
the human heart. Their love and dedication
inspire the next generation of Americans to
achieve their dreams and demonstrate the
true spirit of our Nation.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim November 2008
as National Adoption Month. T call upon all
Americans to observe this month with appro-
priate programs and activities to honor adop-
tive families and to participate in efforts to
find permanent homes for waiting children.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirty-first day of October, in
the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-third.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., November 4, 2008]

NoOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on November 5.
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Proclamation 8316—National
Hospice Month, 2008

October 31, 2008

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

During National Hospice Month, we
honor the dedicated health care professionals
and volunteers who help the terminally ill
spend their final days in comfort and with
dignity. Hospice care providers and other
compassionate individuals are a constant re-
minder that the greatness of America lies in
the hearts and souls of its citizens.

Americans believe that every person has
matchless value throughout all of life’s stages.
Hospice physicians, nurses, counselors, and
volunteers put this belief into action by using
their talents and energy to care for those who
are terminally ill and by providing support
and comfort to their loved ones. As an alter-
native to traditional services, hospice care
frequently provides assistance in the home
so that patients can be surrounded by family
and friends. Hospice counselors offer guid-
ance to patients, as well as to those close to
them, as they deal with grief, anxiety, and
other end-of-life issues. Through these and
countless other acts of compassion, our Na-
tion’s hospice caregivers lift up souls, offer
peace of mind, and strengthen America’s cul-
ture of life.

Throughout National Hospice Month, we
recognize hospice care professionals and vol-
unteers for their selfless efforts to provide
physical, psychological, and spiritual assist-
ance to terminally ill patients and their fami-
lies.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim November 2008
as National Hospice Month. I encourage all
Americans to observe this month with appro-
priate programs and activities. I also ask
Americans to recognize our health care pro-
fessionals and volunteers for their contribu-
tions to helping provide comfort and care to
those facing terminal illness.
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In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirty-first day of October, in
the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-third.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., November 4, 2008]

NoOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on November 5.

Proclamation 8317—Veterans Day,
2008

October 31, 2008

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

On Veterans Day, we pay tribute to the
service and sacrifice of the men and women
who in defense of our freedom have bravely
worn the uniform of the United States.

From the fields and forests of war-torn
Europe to the jungles of Southeast Asia, from
the deserts of Iraq to the mountains of Af-
ghanistan, brave patriots have protected our
Nation’s ideals, rescued millions from tyr-
anny, and helped spread freedom around the
globe. America’s veterans answered the call
when asked to protect our Nation from some
of the most brutal and ruthless tyrants, ter-
rorists, and militaries the world has ever
known. They stood tall in the face of grave
danger and enabled our Nation to become
the greatest force for freedom in human his-
tory. Members of the Army, Navy, Air Force,
Marines, and Coast Guard have answered a
high calling to serve and have helped secure
America at every turn.

Our country is forever indebted to our vet-
erans for their quiet courage and exemplary
service. We also remember and honor those
who laid down their lives in freedom’s de-
fense. These brave men and women made
the ultimate sacrifice for our benefit. On Vet-
erans Day, we remember these heroes for
their valor, their loyalty, and their dedication.
Their selfless sacrifices continue to inspire
us today as we work to advance peace and
extend freedom around the world.
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With respect for and in recognition of the
contributions our service members have
made to the cause of peace and freedom
around the world, the Congress has provided
(5 U.S.C. 6103(a)) that November 11 of each
year shall be set aside as a legal public holiday
to honor America’s veterans.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim November 11, 2008, as
Veterans Day and urge all Americans to ob-
serve November 9 through November 15,
2008, as National Veterans Awareness Week.
I encourage all Americans to recognize the
bravery and sacrifice of our veterans through
ceremonies and prayers. I call upon Federal,
State, and local officials to display the flag
of the United States and to support and par-
ticipate in patriotic activities in their commu-
nities. I invite civic and fraternal organiza-
tions, places of worship, schools, businesses,
unions, and the media to support this na-
tional observance with commemorative ex-
pressions and programs.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirty-first day of October, in
the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-third.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., November 4, 2008]

NoTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on November 5.

Executive Order 13477—Settlement
of Claims Against Libya

October 31, 2008

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, and pursuant to
the August 14, 2008, claims settlement agree-
ment between the United States of America
and Libya (Claims Settlement Agreement),
and in recognition of the October 31, 2008,
certification of the Secretary of State, pursu-
ant to section 5(a)(2) of the Libyan Claims
Resolution Act (Public Law 110-301), and



